
 BETWEEN THE PAGES 
A Publication of the Friends of the Allen Public Library  

May/June 2016       Volume XVIII, Issue III 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 12, Major General Charles Ferguson Smith 

Author and Civil War expert Allen Mesch discusses this illustrious military trainer who trained 
many of the Civil War military leaders. 

7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 19, The History of Freemasonry  
Author and lecturer Kevin K. Main talks about the origins and history of Freemasonry, which has been 
credited with influencing the founding of our nation, inspiring the French Revolution, and subverting 
the powerful religious and political institutions of the past. 

7:30 p.m. Monday, May 23, Allen Community Band (ACB) honors area first responders. 
ACB will conclude its spring concert series by honoring area first responders, past and present. Several 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά/ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ ŦƻǊ /ƛǾƛŎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ .ŀƴŘΦέ  DŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŜŀǊƭȅΗ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΦ 

7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 26, Texas Aggies Go To War authors  Henry Dethloff and John Adams. 
When our nation calls for soldiers, Texas Aggies respond.  Hear stories about soldiers who were Texas 
A&M alums, told by authors and Aggies Henry Dethloff and John Adams 

7:30 p.m. Friday, June 3Σ wƻȅ wƻƎŜǊǎΩ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ /ƘŜǊȅƭ wƻƎŜǊǎ rides back to town, to present a family 
documentary and her new book, Cowboy Princess Rides Again.  Brown Jug Reynolds and Fritz Schultz 
will appear with her. 

Saturday June 4, Start of Summer Reading Program for all ages. 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 7, Sneakers (movie)  
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 9, Nobel Peace Prize Winner Aung San Suu Kyi 

Come hear author Rena Pederson talk about this amazing woman who challenged a brutal military 
regime and changed the history of her country. 

7:30 p.m. Friday, June 10, Tom Faulkner, Susan Gibson and Beth Wood perform a unique blend 
of Texas blues, Cajun and Tejano. 

10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, June 11, Youth Summer Reading Club Kickoff Party  
2:00 p.m. Saturday, June 11, North Texas Passenger Trains 

Learn about the passenger trains that once served the Metroplex and North Central Texas in the days 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ {ǘŜǾŜ DƻŜƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŘŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
!ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΦ 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 14, Who Framed Roger Rabbit (movie) 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 21, Now You See Me  (movie) 
7:30 pm Thursday, June 23,  Dr. James Bailey Blackshear  discusses Ft. Bascom 

Built in 1863, Fort Bascom was a frontier military post along the Canadian River in New Mexico that 
had a significant impact on the Anglo settlement of the Southwest.  Learn a little Texas history and its 
impact on us today. 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 28, Sherlock Holmes (movie) 

For more details on a particular event, click on the event above.  For updates, go to  
AllenFriends.org ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ AllenLibrary.orgΣ ǘƘŜƴ ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦέ  
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Remembering  

Steve Seale 
1950ñ2016 

Devoted Husband, Father & Friend 
Long-time Library Supporter and Volunteer  

http://www.allenfriends.org./
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https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftheallenpubliclibrary
https://twitter.com/AllenFriends/status/725057009079345152
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ALLen Reads 2016 Wraps Up  
Another wonderful year of ALLen Reads is complete.  We read, learned ...and 

this year we ate delicious food, too. Enjoy the year in photos below! 
Do you want to meet authors? Plan concerts, food demonstrations, and guest 

speakers? Review books? Write grants? Connect with the community?  All this 
and more happens when you join the Friends of the Allen Public Library.   Call the 
library at 214-509-4913, leave your contact information, and someone from the 
Friends will contact you.  Or you can do it via email  at allentxfriends@gmail.com.   
We hope to hear from youτ we have a lot of fun planning the events, and the 
more, the merrier!   

If you would specifically  like to be part of planning ALLen Reads for 2017 - it's 
our 10th ANNIVERSARY YEAR - just contact Jane Bennett, jane@jrbennett.net.  

We'd love to have you on the 
team. 
 
 

mailto:allentxfriends@gmail.com?subject=volunteer?


All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and 
are noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 

Major General Charles  

Ferguson Smith  
Allen Mesch, the author of Teacher of Civil 

War Generals - Major General Charles Ferguson 
Smith, Soldier and West Point Commandant, will 
discuss General Smith at 7:30 p,m., Thursday, 
May 12, at the library.  Mesch wrote this biogra-
phy relying on previously unpublished letters and 
diaries of the distinguished officer. 

From the training field at West Point to the 
entrenchments at Fort Donelson, Charles Fergu-
son Smith was the soldier's soldier. Shelby Foote 
described him as "Regular Army to the shoe-
soles." 

During his nearly 42-year career, General 
Smith was a teacher and role model for many 
young officers who later became prominent Civil 
War generals. Smith served at the U.S. Military 
Academy from 1829 to 1842 as Instructor of Tac-
tics, Adjutant to the Superintendent, and Com-
mandant of Cadets. He was respected and ad-
mired by his former students and future officers 
including Grant, Halleck, Longstreet, and 
Sherman. Grant described General Scott and Cap-
tain C. F. Smith, the 
Commandant of Ca-
ŘŜǘǎΣ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴ 
most to be envied in 
the nation." 

At the age of 55, 
General Smith died 
from an infection from 
a severe wound on his 
leg. General William T. 
Sherman noted, "Had 
C. F. Smith lived, Grant 
would have disappeared to history after Donel-
son."  

 Mesch is an author, educator, and historian 
and teaches classes on the Civil War at Collin Col-
lege. He has visited over 132 Civil War sites and 
shares his over 4,000 photographs through his 
web site Civil War Journeys (civil-war-
journeys.org). In addition, he writes a Civil War 
blog cal led Sal ient Points (sal ient-
points.blogspot.com) and reviews books for the 
Civil War Courier.  
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History of Freemasonry  
 
Lodges for 

operative masons 
were organized 
during the Middle 
Ages to serve as 
trade guilds.  The 
creation of the 
first Grand Lodge 
in London in 1717 
is the official start 
of current Freemasonry.   Learn about the history of Freema-
sonry from Kevin K. Main at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, May 19, at 
the library. 

More recently, the  popular book and film The DaVinci 
Code connected the Knights Templar to the timeline of Free-
masonry through the imagery of the carvings in Rosslyn 
Chapel in Scotland. This is the locale where the Knights Tem-
plars are rumored to have sought refuge after the dissolution 
of the order.  

Speculative histories of Freemasonry have traced its ori-
gins to Egypt, Pythagoras, and even the Druids.   German his-
torian Joseph Findel traced the origins of organized masonry 
to the medieval German cathedrals. 
ά{ǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƳȅǎǘƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŧŀπ

mous and distinguished members, Freemasonry has been 
credited with influencing the founding of our nation, inspiring 
the French Revolution, and subverting the powerful religious 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣέ aŀƛƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ άLǘ Ƙŀǎ 
also been accused of orchestrating and perpetrating any 
number of conspiracies and intrigues from the merely bizarre 
to the genuinely ridiculous. Modern books and documenta-
ries have sensationalized the origin and activities of this quiet, 
gentle, and remarkably old fraternity. However, the real his-
tory of Freemasonry is far more captivating, and at its center 
may be found the cause of human progress, charity, and the 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦέ 

Kevin K. Main is an author and lecturer on the subjects of 
history, philosophy, and religious symbolism, and contributor 
and editor to books and anthologies on these subjects.  A stu-
dent of the history of the Knights Templars and early Christi-
anity for over 20 years, he was the founder of the Conference 
of the Middle Chamber, a quarterly conference of Masonic 
Education hosted by the North Texas Masonic Historical Mu-
seum and Library. 
 Sponsored by a generous contribution from Donna Parsons in mem-

ory of Gayle Boone   

http://www.civil-war-journeys.org
http://www.civil-war-journeys.org
http://salient-points.blogspot.com
http://salient-points.blogspot.com
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Allen Community Band  
 
The Allen Community Band (ACB), under the 

direction of Mr. Craig Logan, concludes its Spring 
Concert Series on Monday, May 23, ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 
Civic Auditorium. Doors open at 7 p.m. and down-
beat is at 7:30 p.m. In keeping with their tradition 
of recognizing various groups and organizations 
important to the Allen community, the ACB will 
honor area first responders, past and present. As 
part of the tribute, several current first responders 
and civic leaders will be featured in the selection 
ά/ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ ŦƻǊ /ƛǾƛŎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀƴŘΦέ 

Music Americana is the theme for this concert 
and will feature several selections that contain 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ²Ŝέ ōȅ 
IŜƴǊȅ CƛƭƭƳƻǊŜΣ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŀƭǳǘŜέ ōȅ aƻǊǘƻƴ 
DƻǳƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ²ƛƭƭŎƻȄ WŜƴƪƛƴǎΩ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ 
ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ hǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ .ŀƴŘΦέ  

The band will also include a Western medleyτ
arranged by Tommy Tucker, arranger and assistant 
director of the SMU Mustang Bandτfeaturing 
theme songs from a myriad of famous TV shows 
and Western movies.  
ά{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΣέ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

most enduring pop/rock bands, Chicago, will be 
included to celebrate the arrival of spring and 
summer. For the finale, the band will perform per-
haps the most well-known American march in the 
worldτWƻƘƴ tƘƛƭƭƛǇ {ƻǳǎŀΩǎ ά{ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎ CƻǊπ
ŜǾŜǊΣέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇƛŎŎƻƭƻ ǎƻƭƻƛǎǘ WǳƭƛŜ .ŜƭƭΦ  

The Allen Community Band consists of 65 
members from Allen and surrounding communi-
ties who have experience playing in a band and 
enjoy performing on a regular basis. The band has 
an open instrumentation policy and all skill levels 
are invited to join. For more information on the 
Allen Community Band, contact Craig Logan, Direc-
tor, at 214-509-9078. 
Patrons are encouraged to arrive early as the ACB 

often performs to a full house.  

All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.   

Texas Aggies Go To War  

The authors of Texas Aggies Go To War, Henry Dethloff 
and John Adams, will speak at the Allen Public Library at 7:30 
p.m., Thursday, May 26. In this first-ever compilation of the 
¢ŜȄŀǎ !ƎƎƛŜǎΩ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǿŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
soldiers, airmen, sailors, and marines are presented along 
with an abundance of statistics, maps, and tables. These nar-
ratives include first-person accounts of Aggie heroism in bat-
tle, horrific experiences of those who were stationed at Cor-
ǊŜƎƛŘƻǊ ŀƴŘ .ŀǘŀŀƴΣ WŀƳŜǎ 9ŀǊƭ wǳŘŘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Ranger assault at Normandy on D-Day, and many others. 

When our nation calls for soldiers, Texas Aggies respond.  
From the Spanish-American War and World War I to Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, Texas A&M has been in the forefront of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ 
other school outside the service academies.  Trained in lead-
ership and the knowledge required for warfare, Aggies have 
served with distinction in all branches of the military service. 

Dr. Dethloff joined the TAMU faculty in 1969 and served 
as the department chairman from 1980 to 1985. One of his 
most publicized works is A Pictorial History of Texas A & M: A 
Tradition in Higher Education, published as two titles in 
1975: A Pictorial History of Texas A & M University: 1876-
1976 and A Centennial History of Texas A & M University: 
1876-1976. 

A 1973 Texas A&M graduate, John Adams is the author 
of a dozen books, including We Are the Aggies; Softly Call the 
Muster, and Keepers of the Spirit - A History of the Corps of 
Cadets, and his most recent book, The Fightin' Texas Aggie 
Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor. 
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Roy Rogersô Daughter  

Rides Back to Allen  

Cheryl Rogers, daughter of film, television and rodeo 
icons Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, returns to the library 
7:30 p.m., Friday, June 3, to present a family documen-
tary and her new book, Cowboy Princess Rides Again. 
Since writing her first book, Cheryl has received a lot of 
questions about her family, The Sons of the Pioneers, 
Trigger, and Gabby Hayes. With her new book, she con-
tinues her narrative and adds over 300 new pictures. 
/ƘŜǊȅƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƘŜǊ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ 
most Americans embodied the spirit of the American 
Westτhorsemanship, honesty, courage, and romance.   

Viewing this film is a unique opportunity for Allen 
Public Library patrons because copyright issues require a 
Roy Rogers family member to be present when shown.  

Cheryl serves on the Advisory Board of the Western 
aǳǎƛŎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΩǎ 
When Cowboys Were King.  Cheryl is also the author of 
two books, All-American Cowboy Grill, which she co-
wrote with Ken Beck and Jim Clark, featuring grilling reci-
ǇŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ άǊŜŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭέ ŎƻǿōƻȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
Cowboy Princess: Life with My Parents Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans, which tells the story of America's most fa-
mous cowboy and cowgirl.   

Accompanying Cheryl will be Brown Jug Reynolds to 
discuss his colorful career as a child actor and his role as 
¢ǊƛƎƎŜǊΩǎ ǊƛŘŜǊΦ IŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ {ƘŀŘƻǿŦŀȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Lord of the 
Ring film series and appeared with Roy Rogers and Dale 
Evans in The Yellow Rose of Texas (1944) and Song of Ari-
zona (1946).  His most memorable role was as Little Bea-
ver in the Red Ryder film series.  Brown Jug will bring his 
original Red Ryder BB Gun, which is the basis of the plot 
in A Christmas Story (1983). 

Fritz Schultz, singer/songwriter, guitar instructor, pro-
ducer, and overall music lover will provide some good ole 
fashion Roy Rogers-style music.  One of his original songs 
was written especially for Dale Evans.  

All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and 
are noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 

Aung San Suu Kyi  
Hear the remarkable story of Aung San Suu Kyi, 

recipient of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize for her val-
iant efforts to bring peace and democracy to Burma 
at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, June 9, at the library.  Rena 
Pederson, author of The Burma Spring: Aung San 
Suu Kyi and the Struggle for the Soul of a Nation, 
will share how a 
brave woman 
confronted a bru-
tal military re-
g i m e  a n d 
changed the his-
tory of her coun-
try.   

In her book, 
Pederson reveals 
the untold story 
of the covert ef-
forts to help 
Aung San Suu Kyi.  
aǎΦ tŜŘŜǊǎƻƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ άbƻōŜƭ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ 
Aung San Suu Kyi led her party to an election sweep 
in 1990, but instead of being allowed to serve, was 
placed under house arrest for 15 of the next 20 
years by military dictators. Last fall she led her 
party to another sweep in Burma's first general 
election in 25 years and is poised to lead her people 
to a life of freedom, at long last. Her story is one of 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳŜōŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

A nationally recognized journalist and author, 
Ms. Pederson has interviewed diverse world lead-
ers such as Margaret Thatcher, Fidel Castro, Julia 

Child, Jane Goodall and 
American presidents 
from Carter to Clinton to 
Bush.  Texas Monthly 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
most powerful women 
ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦέ  
     Contributing to The 
Huffington Post and PBS 
radio, Ms. Pederson has 
written on threats by 

hackers to the U. S. econ-
omy and women in the midst of turmoil in Egypt.   
aǎΦ tŜŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎπ
tigious Texas Book Festival and Los Angeles Book 
Festival.  

Aung San Suu Kyi 

Rena Pederson 

http://www.amazon.com/Burma-Spring-Aung-Struggle-Nation/dp/1605986674/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1421186566&sr=8-1&keywords=rena+pederson
http://www.amazon.com/Burma-Spring-Aung-Struggle-Nation/dp/1605986674/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1421186566&sr=8-1&keywords=rena+pederson
http://www.amazon.com/Burma-Spring-Aung-Struggle-Nation/dp/1605986674/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1421186566&sr=8-1&keywords=rena+pederson


Tom Faulkner, Susan  

Gibson and Beth Wood  
Tom Faulkner will leave a light on for you at 7:30 

p.m., Friday, June 10, at the library. Creating some of 
the most memorable commercial music on television 
ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻΣ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άL 
Want My Baby 
.ŀŎƪέ ŦƻǊ /Ƙƛƭƛϥǎ 
and the popular 
theme song for 
Tom Bodett and 
Motel 6.  The lat-
ter garnered a Clio 
award. Tom will 
be accompanied 
by Beth Wood and 
Susan Gibson.   

A unique 
blend of Texas 
ōƭǳŜǎΣ /ŀƧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜƧŀƴƻΣ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƭōǳƳ Lost 
in the Land of Texico is located at the crossroads of 
creativity and energy. It was picked up by Japan's Kai-
gan Records and distributed nationally in the United 
States by Abbey Road.  Tom notes about his music, 
"Hopefully each song I create will paint a picture for 
someone, somewhere... and they can go back to it 
again and again."  Tom has performed at the MCL 
Grand Theatre in Lewisville, Bedford Blues Festival and 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ IŜŀǊƴŜΩǎ .ƛƎ .ŀǊƴ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ ¢ŀƻǎΣ baΦ   
¢ƘŜ 5ƛȄƛŜ /ƘƛŎƪǎ ǘƻƻƪ {ǳǎŀƴ DƛōǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜƴƴŜŘ ǎƻƴƎ 

ά²ƛŘŜ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘǎΦ  aƛƴƴŜπ
sota born but mostly Texas raised (her father worked 
for the railroad), Susan hit the road in 2003 with Chin 
¦ǇΣ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻƭƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƭƻǿŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 
ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ IŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ рǘƘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ 
from the West Texas Music Hall of Fame. Susan tours 
and teaches songwriting and creativity workshops. 

 Beth Wood is a modern-day troubadour. The 
Weather InsideΣ .ŜǘƘΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ 
study in contrast.  Beth and her husband live in beauti-
ful Eugene, Oregon. Beth is settling in to the North-
west music scene, where she has been featured on 
ά!ǊǘōŜŀǘέ ¢± ǎƘƻǿΣ bƛƴƪŀǎƛΩǎ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ aǳǎƛŎ sam-
pler, and the Sisters Folk Festival and Song Academy.  
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North Texas Passenger 
Trains  

Recall the beauty of the Texas Zephyr, Texas Eagle 
and the Sam Houston Zephyr as they meandered through 
the countryside.  Learn about the passenger trains that 
once served the Metroplex and North Central Texas in the 
days before Amtrak from train historian Steve Goen at 
2:00 p.m., Saturday, June 11 at the library.   After the pro-
gram, local historian Tom Keener will offer a guided tour of 
!ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŘŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ !ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎπ
nated as a State Archaeological Landmark. 

Steve Goen commented on the excitement surround-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ ά²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 5ŀƭƭŀǎ 
Union Terminal... there was always something to see. 
Every morning all the trains would start arriving from all 
over the Southwest... Denver, Kansas City, El Paso, Min-
ƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ¢ǳƭǎŀΦέ ! ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
topic of railroad history throughout the nation for a variety 
of railroads, particularly in Texas and the southwest re-
gion, Steve Goen has eight published books to his credit, 
including his highly acclaimed Cotton Belt Color Pictorial.   
hǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŜƴΩǎ 

Color Pictorial book series include the Chicago, Rock Is-
land, & Pacific; Fort Worth & Denver; Kansas City South-
ern; Missouri-Kansas-Texas; Texas & New Orleans; Texas & 
Pacific; and Santa Fe.  Additionally, Steve has numerous 
magazine articles published in various historical society 
newsletters plus several articles published in newspapers.  
Through his Steam Gauge Video Productions, Steve has 
produced almost 30 historic programs. 

Steve has twice been a guest speaker at the Bush 
Presidential Library & Museum, and was keynote speaker 
at the 2008 National Railway Historical Society (NRHS) con-
vention in Ft. Worth.   Steve currently resides in Wichita 
Falls, Texas.  

Sponsored by the Allen Public Library and North Texas 
Chapter of  NRHS 

All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and 
are noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 

LIBRARIAN:  The original search engine 



Youth Summer Reading Club  
The Summer Reading Club at the Allen Public 

Library runs June 4-August 7. This year children and 
teens can choose from three summer reading chal-
lenges to earn prizes.  Our annual Summer Reading 
Kickoff Party is on June 11, 10-11:30 a.m.  The Li-
brary is offering free weekly performances each 
Monday afternoon from June 13 to August 1.  This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
§ tŜǊƻǘ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊ IŜǊƻ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
§ /ǊƛǘǘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ¢ŀƛƭǎ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
§ Mr. Blue Shoes interactive musical performance  
§ aŀǊƪ {ƘŜƭǘƻƴΩǎ ά{ǘǊƛƪŜΣ {ƘŀƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŎǊŀǇŜέ  
§ The return of the wildly popular Circus Chicken-

dog.   
Other special events for children and teens will 

be hosted throughout June and July in the Chil-
ŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ wƻƻƳΦ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Σ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ www.allenlibrary.org or call 
214-509-4906.  

Friends Spice Up Your Life 
Reception a Big Success  
On April 21, Friends hosted "Spice Up Your 

Life...with Friends!" for all Friends members and their 
friends and future Friends!   Liquid chocolate from Sub-
lime Chocolates and spicy snacks were served.  Thank 
you to our new and returning "Friends" for joining us. 

The Ongoing Book $ale  
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ  

make room for some new reads for summer?  We have 
the perfect outlet for you!  Donate them to Friends of 
the Allen Public Library and we will happily find them a 
new home.   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŦǳƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
programs.  Donate a few handfuls at the front desk or if 
you have larger boxes they can be delivered at the dock 
during business hours.  Thank you for thinking of 
Friends!  

Ft. Bascom  
Built in 1863, Fort Bascom was a frontier mili-
tary post along the Canadian River in New 

Mexico that had a significant impact on the Anglo settle-
ment of the Southwest.  Learn about the history of Ft. Bas-
com from Dr. James Bailey Blackshear at 7:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, June 23, at the library.   

[ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻƳŀƴŎƘŜǊƝŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳŀƴŎƘŜǊƻǎΩ 
homelands, the frontier soldiers at Ft. Bascom confronted 
unique challenges during and right after the Civil War.  
These included environmental hardships, logistical night-
mares, and the dangers associated with gaining control of 
the Southern Plains Indians.  

Comanchería is the name commonly given to the re-
gion of New Mexico, West Texas and nearby areas occu-
pied by the Comanche before the 1860s.  Comancheros 
were primarily Hispanic traders in northern and central 
New Mexico Territory who made their living by trading 
with the nomadic Great Plains Indians, in northeastern 
New Mexico and West Texas. Comancheros were given 
that name because the Comanches were their customers. 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ CǘΦ .ŀǎŎƻƳΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ƛǘǎ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 

were often on patrols and participated on major expedi-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴŜ {ǘŀǊ {ǘŀǘŜΦ  5ǊΦ .ƭŀŎƪǎƘŜŀǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ άCƻǊǘ 
.ŀǎŎƻƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴƳƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ 
ŦƻǊǘΦέ   ¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ ŘǳǘȅΣ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
construction, and the impact of the Comanchero trade on 
ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tƭŀƛƴǎ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 5ǊΦ .ƭŀŎƪǎƘŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ft. Bas-
com Soldiers, Comancheros and Indians in the Canadian 
River Valley. 

 5ǊΦ .ƭŀŎƪǎƘŜŀǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǘ /ƻƭƭƛƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ǊŜŜƪ 
campus and its dual credit campus at the Allen High 
School, and at Austin College in Sherman. Earning his PhD 
from the University of North Texas, he has been published 
by the New Mexico Historical Review and the Chicken 
Soup for the Soul series.  He will also be a guest speaker in 
Santa Fe, Taos and Las Vegas, New Mexico in the summer 
of 2016.   

BETWEEN THE PAGES                                                                                                                                         Page 7 

All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are 
available on Channel 16 and on youtube.   

http://www.allenlibrary.org

