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The Arts@APL! 
 
9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭŜƴ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ The Arts@APL!  

Funded by a generous grant from the Friends of the Allen Public Library, The Arts@APL! offers fun and 
educational fine arts classes for teens and adults beginning in March.    

 String Art! ς Thursday, March 15 at 3:00 p.m. Pick a design and use nails and embroidery floss to 
create a unique piece of art.. Ages 12-18 

§ Learn to Knit -- Sunday, April 15 and Sunday, April 26 at 2:00 p.m. Learn how to make a sampler 
blanket in this two-day class taught by Susan Jackson. Ages 12+  

§ Writing Workshop ς Saturday, May 19 and Saturday, May 26 at 2:30 p.m. Two-day class for aspir-
ing writers taught by published author, Lisa Poisso.  Ages 18+ 

§ Pressed Flower Art ς Tuesday, June 12 at 3:00 p.m. Learn about general flower pressing and cre-
ate a work of art using pressed flowers with instructor, Kelsey Glass.  Ages 12-18 

§ How to Take Better Smartphone Pictures Than Your Kids! ς Thursday June 21 at 6:30 p.m.  Learn 
how to get the best out of smart phone cameras from instructor, Said Bej-tovic. Ages 18+ 

§ Beginning Watercolor Workshop ς Wednesday July 25 at 10:00 a.m. Learn about watercolor sup-
plies and techniques in this fun program taught by local artist Cate Robbins. Ages 18+ 

Friends of the Allen Public Library  

Annual Meeting  
The annual Friends of the Allen Public Library meeting will be 

held  at 7:00 PM, April 12, immediately prior to the Route 66 pro-
gram. 

The Friends Board nominates the following officers for election:  
Susan Jackson for President and J.J. Grilliette for Treasurer. 

The meeting should take ten minutes; please come to the pro-
gram a few minutes early. 

Coming Up at the Library  
7:15 p.m. Friday, March 2,  Living by the Golden Rule 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 8, As Good As Dead 
7:30 p.m. Friday, March 9, The Hanson Family 
7:30 p.m., Thursday, March 15, Texas Tornadoes 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17,  The Selkie Girls 
7 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, Cyber Crime and Identity Theft  
7 p.m., on Thursday, March 22, We Were the War 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 12, Route 66 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 14, The Butterflies are Coming 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 19, Mexican Army in Texas 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 21,  Latin Jazz with Russ Hewitt 

 Click on any item above and it will link you directly to the article. 

Always forgetting events you want to see?  Print this page and stick it on your fridge! 

 For updates, go to AllenFriends.org ƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŀǘ AllenLibrary.orgΣ ǘƘŜƴ ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦέ   

Space for The 
Arts@APL! programs 
will be available for a 
limited number of 
participants for some 
arts programs. For 
more details, please 
check out the Allen 
Public Library web-
site or call the library 
at 214-509-4900. 

https://www.facebook.com/friendsoftheallenpubliclibrary
https://twitter.com/AllenFriends/status/725057009079345152
http://www.allenfriends.org./
http://www.cityofallen.org/library


All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and are 
noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 
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As Good as Dead  

Hear Stephen L. Moore tell the heroic story of eleven Ameri-
can prisoners of war who defied certain death during World War 
II at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 8, at the library. 

     As Good as Dead is his unforgettable 
account of the Palawan Massacre survi-
vors and their daring escape.  Preventing 
the rescue of American prisoners of war 
by the advancing Allies on December 14, 
1944, units of the Japanese Fourteenth 
Army, under the command of General 
Tomoyuki Yamashita, ordered the POWs 
back to their own camp. During an air 
raid warning, 150 of the POWs at Puerto 
Princesa hid in three covered trenches for 

refuge; the Japanese soldiers ignited the trenches using barrels of 
gasoline. Attempting to escape, most were shot and killed by ma-
chine gun fire.   Eleven dared all odds and survived.    
YŀǘƘŜ aŎ5ƻƭŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎΣ άaȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ DƭŜƴƴ aŎ5ƻƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀǿŀƴ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜΧΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƻƻǊŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻ 
much research on this and put in so much detail. It was great to 
see pictures of all the men who escaped (with the exception of 
Pop Daniels). I could finally put faces with the men I had never 
met but knew so well from my dad. Thank you, Steve, for telling 
this story again and keeping all the men who were murdered and 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-fiction companion to 

the History Channel's Texas Rising, the 2015 ten-hour mini-series 
drama about the Texas 
Revolution and the early 
Texas Rangers.  

A frequent lecturer 
for the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas at the 
Alamo, the San Jacinto 
Museum of History, and 
various historical organi-
zations, Stephen has 
twice been a featured 
author at the Texas Book 
Festival in Austin and is a 
contributing book re-
viewer for the Dallas 
Morning News.  
/ƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 

books will be available 
for purchase and signing. 

 

Living by the Golden Rule: 
An Interfaith Presentation 

The Golden Rule is a tenet that is univer-
sally practiced by all faiths and religions, and 
The World Day of Prayer is a perfect time to 
celebrate the commonality among all human 
beings. 

Learn what representatives of the Chris-
tian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist 
faith believe about the Golden Rule at 7:15 
p.m. Friday, March 2, at the library.   Each 
participant will discuss how the Golden Rule 
is taught and practiced in their belief sys-
tems.   A short period for questions and an-
swers will follow.  

Friends of the Allen Public Library Presi-
ŘŜƴǘ {ǳǎŀƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ά²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
program will bring together a wide audience 
of all faiths and enhance our understanding 
of the beliefs of others.  I sincerely hope it 
helps us to discover that although we all 
worship in different ways, we have much 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦέ 

Refreshments will be served after the 
program. 
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Texas Tornadoes 
I recall as a child the time a tornado roared toward 

my house in Dallas. While I hid in a bathtub, I heard 
the distinct freight train-like sound that it made.  
Thankfully, the tornado rose into the sky before our 
home was hit, but sadly, portions of Oak Cliff were 
flattened.     

If you live in North Texas long enough you will 
come to 
k n o w 
s o m e o n e 
who has 
been dev-
astated by 
a tornado.  
The most 
recent local 
t o r n a d o 
d i s a s t e r 
o c c u r r e d 
December 26, 2015, in Rowlett and Garland, where 
over 1,000 homes were destroyed and 11 people were 
killed.  In 1953, a tornado that struck Waco resulted in 
114 deaths and the destruction of 1,600 homes and 
other structures.   

Dr. Marlene Bradford, author of Texas Tornadoes, 
¢ƘŜ [ƻƴŜ {ǘŀǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ ¢ǿƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ will be at the 
library at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, March 15, to discuss 
the history of Texas tornadoes and tornado forecast-
ing. 

Dr. Bradford has spent most of her life in Tornado 
Alley, that area of the United States most frequently 
impacted by these devastating storms. After earning a 
degree in chemistry from Union University in Jackson, 
Tennessee, (where, in 2008, a tornado ironically devas-
tated the campus), Dr. Bradford taught, served as a 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴ aΦ!Φ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
Southwest Texas State University (now Texas State) 
and a Ph.D. in U.S. history from Texas A&M University.  

The story of the development of a tornado watch 
and warning system was the subject of her doctoral 
dissertation, which was entitled Scanning the Skies: A 
History of Tornado Forecasting published by the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press. Dr. Bradford is also the au-
thor of !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ ¢ƻǊƴŀŘƻŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜŀŘπ
liest Twisters, numerous journal and encyclopedia arti-
cles, and is the co-editor of Notable Natural Disasters.  
/ƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

purchase and signatures.  

The Hanson Family  
¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛπ

brant energy of The Hanson FamilyτLisa, Theresa, and 
Danielτat 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 9, at the library. 
Winners of the 2лмп !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ 5ǳƻκ
Group of the Year, The Hanson Family offers the best of 
Western Swing, yodeling mastery, rousing fiddle tunes 
and blazing 
harmony.   

S t u n n i n g 
vocal arrange-
ments and lay-
ered harmonies 
h e l p e d 
The Hanson 
Family garner 
the 2016 
Marilyn Tuttle 
"Best of the 
Best" Harmony 

Award and 
the 2013 Kamloops Cowboy Festival "Rising Star Show-
case." 

The Hanson Family has entertained audiences 
across the United States and Canada, including the 
Cochise Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival, Alaska State 
Fair, Pendleton Roundup, Paramount Theater in Seattle, 
New York City Center Theater, and the Wyoming State 
Fair.   
¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ά{ǘŀǊ {ǇŀƴƎƭŜŘ /ƻǳǊŀƎŜέ ƛǎ ŦŜŀπ

tured on their new CD Rope That Rhythm.  

 
for all your 
donations to 
the Book 
S a l eτ w e 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ 
without you!  
This sale funds 
so many of 
our wonderful 
programs at 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Χ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ 
magazines older than 1 year old (except National Geo-
graphic).  Please recycle those in your paper recycling at 
home instead of lugging them in to the library. 
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The Selkie Girls  
Celebrating the enchanting music of the Celtic tradition, The 

Selkie Girls performs at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17, at the li-
brary.  With a repertoire including ancient laments, contemporary 
ballads, traditional Irish tunes, Scottish Gaelic folksongs, and a few 
foot-stomping jigs and reels, there's never a dull moment. 

This tal-
ented band 
features Alli 
Johnson, Jay-
cie Skidmore , 
Kimia Penton, 
Dave Ervin, 
Joel Black, 
Linda Mudd, 
and Martin 
McCall. 

I r i s h 
dancer Jason Purcell takes the stage with rocket-speed leg and 
foot movements.  An Allen High School alum, Jason was the cham-
pion for the Irish Regional Dancing Competition in 2012 and 2013.   

The three women and three men in The Selkie Girls hail from 
diverse backgrounds but this collaboration offers a fresh approach 
to traditional Scottish and Irish music.  

Alli Johnson, the featured singer who does most of her vocals 
in the Scottish Gaelic language, started performing professionally 
at age 16 in various Dallas-area venues.  She has worked as a demo 
singer and played in numerous bands, largely focusing on acoustic-
driven music. 

Majoring in music education, Jaycie DeVane is currently the 
principal flutist with the Odysseus Chamber Orchestra and has per-
formed at the Meyerson Symphony Center, the Bass Performance 
Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /ŀǊƴŜƎƛŜ IŀƭƭΦ 

Linda Mudd is a member of an ensemble called Harp Essence. 
Dave Ervin began his musical career playing clarinet and bass 

clarinet in middle and high school, but soon realized the guitar was 
his passion.   

Bassist Joel Black has performed at the Majestic Theater; 
Mardi Gras; Branson, Missouri; and Hollywood. 

Fiddler Ana Skrnich plays with a Celtic Bluegrass fusion band 
called Traidisiun. 

Percussionist Martin McCall has opened for Texas blues legend 
Delbert McClinton at the Janice Joplin Memorial Concert and for 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜǎΩ ǎǳǇŜǊǎǘŀǊ 5ƻƴ IŜƴƭŜȅΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ performed multiple 
times with three-time national fiddle and mandolin champion 
aŀǊƪ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΦ 

The Selkie Girls recently released third CD, Pirate Queen, has 
received rave reviews. 

Cyber Crime and Iden-
tity Theft  

 

Cyber crime and identity theft confront 
everyone. Learn more about these issues from 
Leonid Shkolnikov, Investigator for the Allen 
Police Department, and Eric Matthews, City of 
Allen IT Department Director, at 7 p.m., Tues-
day, March 20Σ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-floor pro-
gram room.  

The audience will learn the origins of 
threats, how to recognize scam email and 
phone calls and how to guard against, and re-
cover from, malware infections on PCs and mo-
bile devices. Strategies for creating and manag-
ing passwords will also be discussed. 

Leonid Shkolnikov specializes in cyber 
crimes, identity theft, financial crimes and com-
puter forensics for the Allen Police Depart-
ƳŜƴǘΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ CƻǊŜƴǎƛŎǎ [ŀōΣ ŀƴŘ 
serves as Crime Scene Investigator for Major 
Crimes. Investigator Leonid Shkolnikov will de-
scribe actual scams and schemes criminals use 
to obtain information, money and identity from 
their victims.  

IT Director for the City of Allen, Eric Mat-
thews has spent more than 20 years in the IT 
field in both the public and private sector. Eric 
offers simple, more effective solutions to the 
increasingly complex world of technology. De-
veloping applications for local government, Eric 
taught cybersecurity classes and is published in 
ά5ƻƳƛƴƻ tƻǿŜǊέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ 9ǊƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
malware, ransomware, phishing emails, social 
engineering, adware and password recommen-
dations.  

L to r:Eric Matthews and Leonid Shkonikov  

Photo by Aron Seeley 
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We Were the War  
Stories of Men in Combat  

Most news about war revolves around military 
and civilian leaders who make the major decisions. 
Movies and television shows focus on the actions of 
the men who put their lives on the line and these are 
often fictionalized for dramatic effect. See the war 
through the eyes of eight men who actually served in 
the Viet Nam War at 7 p.m., on Thursday, March 22, 

at the library. 
     Four of the speakers 
crawled through snake 
infested swamps, rice 
paddies and the moun-
tains of Southeast Asia. 
Two others served in 
logistics, one folded 
parachutes and one 
was a combat photog-
rapher/reporter. While 
these men confronted 
harrowing events and 

were surrounded by death, the home country was 
indifferent at best, disrespectful at worst. 

Come listen to recollections about discovering an 
underground enemy hospital, an ammo dump that 
blew apart, and how an ammo depot was saved 
through gallant effort. Learn about Ranger ambushes, 
assaults on the enemy in mountainous terrain and 
how supply convoys brought provisions to the troops 
over heavily-mined roads. Humanitarian missions, the 
challenges of distinguishing friend from foe and the 
tensions heightened by prevalent drug and alcohol 
addictions will also be recalled. 

During March, view a display of Viet Nam era mili-
tary gear and captured enemy artifacts displayed in 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ 
gallery. Artifacts include 
Vietnamese money, a 
Viet Cong flag, battle 
gear and more. 

Five of the eight 
men have written books 
about their experiences. 
One book chronicles the 
lives of the 21 Collin 
County native-born sol-
diers. The books will be 
available for sale at the event. 

Paul Newman  
Photo by Jack Bik 

Bob Wallace 
Photo by Jack Bik 

Fenglírë-A Reed Instrument Recital 
 

Fenglírë, a trio comprising an oboe, clarinet and 
bassoon will perform at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, April 8, at 
the library.   On reed instruments, the trio will perform 
Milhaud's Pastorale, Francaix's Divertissement, French 
folk songs and more.   

Formerly a graduate teaching assistant at the Uni-
versity of North Texas, oboist Ashley Rollins has been a 
featured English horn soloist on the North Texas Wind 
Symphony's premiere recording of Ryan George's The 
Wild Goose, and was invited to perform the Marcello 
Oboe Concerto with the Nashville Summer Orchestral 
Institute.   

Clarinetist Jason Baker holds a clarinet position 
with New Life Symphony and the Dallas Civic Wind 
Ensemble.  Playing clarinet in the Marine Corps, Jason 
has been a graduate teaching assistant at UT Arling-
ton, conducted local musical theater shows, and pro-
duced his own CDs. His latest endeavors have been in 
collaborating in chamber groups. 

A freelance bassoonist and chamber musician, 
Ryan Morris performed for the Greater Princeton 
Steinway Society in New Jersey in January 2018.   Ryan 
spent two summers as a quintet/sextet fellow in the 
Imani Winds Chamber Music Festival, performing with 
the Force Five woodwind quintet of the Air Force Re-
serve, and alongside the Grammy Nominated Imani 
Winds.   

Fenglírë is derived from the words Feng (reed) and 
lírë (song) from Tolkein's ancient Elvish language, 
Quenya. 



 BETWEEN THE PAGES                                                                                                                                                                  Page 6

All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and 
are noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƛŦ L ǿƛǎƘ 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎΦέ  
φ !ƴǘƻƛƴŜ ŘŜ {ŀƛƴǘ-Exupéry, The Little Prince 

Butterflies are Coming  
Do you like vegetables and fruits?  Learn more about 

attracting butterflies to your house and their critical role 
to the food web and ecosystems at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, 
April 14, at the library.  Melanie Schuhart will share how 
colorful butterflies can adorn your yard as they meander 
through native plants.   

A Master Naturalist and Master Etymologist, 
Melanie Schuchart is passionate about sharing her love 
ƻŦ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΦ  aŜƭŀƴƛŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎΣ ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ 
Blackland Prairie is disappearing in Collin County, I want 
everyone to know that by planting native plants in their 
yard, they help provide food for many of our local but-
ǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎΦέ   

Common butterflies that are observed in Collin 
County and the principles for providing for them will be 
presented.  Ranging in size from the tiny blues to the 
largest swallowtails, Allen's butterflies offer a kaleido-
scope of imagery.  In response to the disappearance of 
the native prairies, citizens will learn how to enhance 
native habitats and maintain butterflies almost year-
round.  To provide for the entire life cycle, host plants 
for the baby caterpillars where butterflies lay eggs will 
be identified. 

In 2016, Melanie assisted with the Reed Park Way-
station, a pollinator garden dedicated to providing a 
habitat for monarch butterflies. 
The garden is located on Rivercrest 
Boulevard, west of Allen Heights, 
on the west side of Reed Elemen-
tary School. 

A Dallas native, Melanie is mar-
ried and has three children who 
graduated from Allen High School.  
Through her years as a Girl Scout, 
Melanie acquired the inspiration to 
explore forests and prairies.   She 
ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŘƛƎπ
ging up prairie plants and planting them in my yard.  I 
always enjoyed the native flowers and experimented 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦέ 

Melanie serves as a volunteer director at the Heard 
Natural Science Museum Butterfly House and Gardens 
and is also a member of the Native Plant Society of Collin 
County, North American Butterfly Association and Xerces 
Association. 

 

Route 66 
For some people, U.S. Highway 66 evokes nostal-

gic memories of vacations to Disneyland, Grand Can-
yon or Yosemite.  For others, it was films such as The 
Grapes of Wrath and the television series Route 66 
that elevated this highway to iconic status.   

Traveling the entire length of 
Route 66 from Chicago through 
the Ozarks and on to Los Angeles, 
Susan Croce Kelly wove a story of 
a highway that played a pivotal 
role in the social changes of the 
early twentieth century.  

Hear the fascinating story of 
Route 66 from Ms. Kelly, author of 
Route 66, the Highway & its People, at 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, April 12, at the library. 

From the dirt-and-gravel days until the time it 
was officially removed from the U.S. Highway system 
in 1985, sociological and architectural changes rapidly 
altered the experience of driving Route 66, such as 
the  restaurants, motels, gas stations, and souvenir 
shops that sprang up. In her book, Susan shares the 
reminiscences of people who witnessed these devel-
opments, including those who drove the highway, 
cooked the hamburgers, created the pottery, and 
pumped the gas.  

When asked about the inspiration for writing her 
ōƻƻƪΣ {ǳǎŀƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘŜǎ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
Route 66 is how much of it is of another time τ the 
mid-twentieth century τ and how it has become a 
lodestone for travelers from the rest of the world 
ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ  aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǳǘƻπ
mobiles, it was the silver-gray ribbons of road that 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩΦ  IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΣ 
more economical and accessible to virtually every-
one. And because 66 loops from the center of the 
country to Hollywood and the Pacific Ocean, it be-
came a veritable Yellow Brick Road for generations of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦέ 

{ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ-winning second book of 
Route 66 history was Father of Route 
66, the Story of Cy Avery. Avery was the 
man who laid out the highway, gave it a 
number and made it famous. 

      A former newspaper reporter and columnist, 
Susan has written for newspapers and magazines 
across the country.  She currently is editor of Ozarks-
Watch, a magazine of Ozarks history and culture.  
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All Bach to Books performances are sponsored by the Friends of the Allen Public Library and the City of Allen.  Sometimes others participate in  sponsoring, and 
are noted accordingly.  All Bach to Books presentations are free and open to the public, and most are available on Channel 16 and on youtube.  For more information 
about any Bach to Books performances, please call 214-509-4911. 

Mexican Army in Texas  
Most Texans consider Mexican General Santa 

!ƴƴŀΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ {ŀƳ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ŀǘ {ŀƴ WŀŎƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
final episode of the Texas Revolution, but the weather 
also played a pivotal role.  General Vicente Filisola was 
leading a contingent of 2,500 Mexican soldiers and 
1,500 female camp followers to San Jacinto but they 
foundered in the soft alluvial soils of what is now Whar-
ton County, Texas.    

Learn how American history could have been vastly 
different if they had arrived at their planned destination 
from archeologist, historian and author, Dr. Gregg Dim-
mick at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, April 19, at the library.   

General Filisola camped at Old Fort [Rosenberg] 
and was awaiting orders from Santa Anna when he re-
ŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀǘ {ŀƴ 
Jacinto.  Plotting his next move, Filisola convened with 
his generals and a decision was made to withdraw to 
Victoria or Goliad to await orders from the Mexican 
government.  Torrential rains struck during the with-
drawal and the forces became mired in the mud, which 
deterred further efforts to assist Santa Anna.  Had it not 
rained or if the army had been camped on more cohe-
sive and stable soils, Filisola could have been the victor 
of the Texas Revolu-
tion.    

Dr. Gregg Dimmick 
is the author of the 
highly acclaimed book, 
Sea of Mud, which 
completely modified 
the perception of the 
retreating Mexican 
Army following the Bat-
tle of San Jacinto.  Dr. 
Dimmick participated in 
important archeologi-
cal excavations at the 
Texan and Mexican 
army campsites, includ-
ing Sea of Mud (El Mar de Lodo), Fannin Battleground, 
San Jacinto, Almonte surrender site and Groce's Planta-
ǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CƛƭƛǎƻƭŀΩǎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 
ƻŦ WƻǎŜ ¦ǊǊŜŀΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 5ƛŀǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊπ
able new details on this period in Texas history.  Dr. 
Dimmick has appeared on the History Channel, Discov-
ŜǊȅ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ άtƻǎǘŎŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜȄŀǎέΦ 

Latin Jazz with Russ Hewitt  

Latin sounds will fill the air when the Russ Hewitt 
Band performs at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 21, at 
the library.  An award-winning guitarist, Russ Hew-
ƛǘǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ .ŀƧƻ Ŝƭ {ƻƭΣ !ƭƳŀ ±ƛŜƧŀ ŀƴŘ /ƛŜƭƻ bƻŎπ
turno resulted in five Top 40 Smooth Jazz singles.  
Combining lightning guitar runs with unique Fla-

menco, Brazilian and Rumba rhythms will guarantee 
an electrifying concert.   

Flamenco dancer Julia Alcatana will also grace 
the stage with spectacular selections.  Julia is foun-
der of the Oak Cliff Flamenco Festival.    

Russ Hewitt explains, "My style is not true Fla-
menco, jazz, Latin, Cuban or Brazilian but a fusion of 
them all, sometimes combined simultaneously with-
out regard to the rules that govern each genre.  A 
Latin/rumba base exists in all my songs but each 
with a distinctive movement."  

Holding a performance degree in classical guitar 
from University of North Texas, Russ is a voter for 
the Grammy and Latin Grammy.  His hit Bajo el Sol 
was included on the ballot for the 52nd Grammy 
Awards. A recipient of five Telly Awards, Russ com-
ǇƻǎŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ ά¢ƘƛǊǎǘΥ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛōŜǊƛŀέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƻƴ ŀ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ¢Ŝƭƭȅ ƛƴ 
the SpiritualςFaith category and a Bronze Telly in the 
Documentary category.   

Composing multiple soundtracks and songs for 
ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ wǳǎǎΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƳŀƎƴǳƳ ƻǇǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
DVD companion to the New York Times bestseller 
Ψhe Harbinger Decoded by Jonathan Cahn. 

The band is comprised of Bob Parr on bass, 
Wana Hong on violin, Efren Guzman on drums, Mi-
guel Antonio on guitar, and Jose Rossy on percus-
sion. 
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Stephanie Alford 

Todrick Askew 

Andre Bauds 

Stephanie Benson  

Alyssa Carman 

George Casimir 

Sonia Castillo 

Juan M. Cedillo 

Marisa Christensen 

Elizabeth Crowell 

Krishna Doddamane 

Kathleen K. Duke 

Khaled Elsehsah 

Shireen Farrukh 

Gwendolyn Fernandes 

Melonie Florcik 

Julie Gruben 

Kimberly Hammond 

Tracey Hanft 

Shawn Hansen 

John Henderson 

Tameka Henley 

Sonia Holmes 

Mike & Susan Jackson 

Debbie Kelly 

Hue La 

Annie Levesque 

Maria Perez Lopez 

Bryan Madden  

Jose Madrigal 

Narayana S. Mamillapalli 

Mike & Solina Marquis 

Valerie Martinez 

Alison McCullough 

Teresa Kwai Moon 

Javeria Naaz 

Enzo Norton-Mitchell 

Augustine Okusagal 

David & Lynda Olson 

Meri Palazzolo 

Ruju Patel 

Janet Phelps 

David & Laura Ringrose 

Mana Nohelia Rios 

Cathy Rogers 

Kristin Rumsey 

Amalia Saenz 

Earl Sandberg 

Gordon Scott 

Kerry Sisk 

Cinda Smith 

New and Returning Members ɂJanuary/February  

Thanks for Being a Friend!  

Kim Smith 

Katy Spaniel 

Janna Taft 

Brad & Laurie Tanas 

Sara Tippett 

Heather Torres 

Melissa Torres 

Vincent Wee 

Carrah Westrick 

Marissa Williams 

Laura Wingler 

Denice Wong 

Tiffany Yates 

Peter Young 

Qi Zhang 

ALLen Reads has 

selected The War That 
Saved My Life by Kim-
berly Brubaker for its 
2018 One Book Pro-
gram. 
       Learn more about 
this program at various 

Friends of APL and Allen Arts Alliance sponsored events.  
Also, be sure to check for updates both in future 

newsletters and on www.allenfriends.org so you can 
meet the author of this wonderful book and be part of 
the activities!  

Love your library?   

Want to help out? 
The Friends need help in the following 
positions: Hospitality chair and Social 
Media/ Website chair. 

The Hospitality chair is in charge of organizing occa-
sional food treats for the library staff to show how 
much we appreciate them.  The Social Media/website 
chair manages our Facebook and twitter accounts and 
the website updates.  Neither position requires a great 
deal of time.  For more information contact Susan Jack-
son at susanmjackson@yahoo.com.  

OTHER LIBRARY PROGRAMS  
In addition to the Arts@APL! Programs shown on the first page, here are some more March activities at the library.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΗ 

§  March 10 - Allen Philharmonic Young Persons 
Concert: Let's Go to the Zoo at 2 p.m. in the 
Auditorium with pre-concert activities at 1 
p.m. 

§  March 13 - Perot Museum Tech Truck 3-5 
p.m. (recommended for ages 8-12). 

§  March 13 - Talking History: Russia and the 
Great War with Dr. Scott Palmer form UTA at 7 
p.m. in the 2nd Floor Program Room. 

§  March 14 - Outdoor Bubble Show with Profes-
sor Pops at 2:30 p.m. in the Courtyard 
(recommended for K-6). 

§  March 14 - Twisted Threads Fiber Craft Circle at 6:30 p.m. 
in the 2nd Floor Program Room. 

§  March 16 - St. Patrick's Day Celebration at 3 p.m. 
(recommended for ages 5-8). 

§  March 16 - Mystery at Hogwarts at 6:30 p.m. (after-hours 
Harry Potter mystery event for teens). 

§  March 21 - DIY @ APL: Wall Hangings at 10 a.m. in the 2nd 
Floor Program Room. 

§  March 27 - Armchair Travelers Visit the Silk Road Overland 
from Bangkok to Istanbul at 7 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Pro-
gram Room.  The speaker traveled for 3 months from Thai-
land to Turkey in a converted cargo truck.  

http://www.allenfriends.org/
mailto:susanmjackson@yahoo.com

